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1

THE WAY MOROCCO 18 DESCRIBED |
BY KANSAS CITYAN WHO HAS |
JUST RETURNED. |

Kanssa Qity, Mo, Nov. 16.—'[‘119:
popular fmpression of Morocco, Al-|
they are

gierg and Tripoli 8 that
only sand-blown deserts, anyhow, and
that all this concert of nations and
Jtalian expeditions, French *predomi-
nant Influence” and Speanish patrols
ara a ridiculous example of much ado
about mothing. And while other na-
tions have been thinking that pretty
generally, France hae been enmeshing
Morocco, which for severnl centuries
under the Roman empire was the
pread basket of TWurope and which to-
day has three times 83 great a wheat
area as Oklahoma, tilled mostly with
crooked sticks, pesides mines of cop-
per, tron, gold and gilver that would
make the Guggenhelms and the steel
Mumumwmumdit. And
there ere petrojenm flelds there, too,
and every kind of gemi-troplcal vege
tables and fruit grows readlly, All
this withio a tm;r-dny water haul of
London.

That, according to Jok
a Kansas City lawyer

frgmm Morocco, in the
French diplomacy and craft has prac-
le Europe wasn't look-

n H. Thacher,

nmm“ ’

imaginary clalms in Africa, Newfound-
land and other places and traded
them to Engibnd in exchange for the
recognition of France ns the “pre-
dominant influence” in Morocco aud
the relinquishment of English clxims
there. That's what France called an
antente. Then France lent money Lo
Moroceo with morigages on the Mo-
roccan  customs as security. Now
French officers supervise the customs
in Morocco and France is spreading
{ts oontrol a Iittle at a time. Small
outbreaks against tax collectors are
magnified as “outrages’” and the at-
tention of the Kuropean grandstand
ig attructed to them. Then France
moves its troops a litlle farther and
clinches Iits hold a little tigher.
«pacific penetration” Is what France
oalls it. That, Mr, Thacher says, renlly
menns “henevolent asslmilation” only
it is done with less expense, for the
gpcialists of France would cange trou
ple if the nation came out in the apen
| and ' #ubjected Morocco as it ald Al

| glers,
“In 1907, Mr. Thacher sald today,

#the PFrench were building a Uttle
dummy rallroad al Cacablanca on the
west coast of Morocco. The road en-
groached on a Moorish cemetery and
the Moroccans objected, There was a
fight dnd seversl Frenchmen wera
killed., Then the French bombarded
Casablanca’ and landed troops. Last
gpring Frapce became worrled over
‘outrages” at Fez, the caplital of Mo-
rocco, and Fent an Army under Gen-
era] Mounler lo occupy the city. The
outrages, so they say in Moroteco, con-
glsted of a mounted party of citizens
refusing to puy their taxes.

vptien Spuin and Germany staged
burlesque of the French methods:
Spain found an Imaginary ‘outrage’ at

g lttle town called Larache and sent
troops there and on to Aleazar, Spain |

and Fmnce, under the _Algeciras
tresty, have the right to police the
Morocean cities to protect forelgners
who si¥ they need no protection. Fol-
lowing the Spanish intervention at
Larache the Germans feared that the
hnlf A dosen Teutons at Agadir, a
littla coast town, Were in danger and
gent & there, Oul of that
arose the row between France and
Germany which was settied with

France well in the lead. Meantime
Frauce keeps slipping the boundary of
Alglers o little farther west and buy-
ing and otherwise acquiring mnd and
rights in the country. The plan up-
pears to be to shut Morocto up Just
as Algiers now is walled In by French
duties and port charges until no other
pation can get & chance at the com-
merce, 4

“in Taogier an acre ‘ract that was

| plomacy.

bought by a French company

| which they live.
panies get deeds to such land from
Moorish officers under their influenca
{and then oust the Moorish. owners, |
Anything that they can do to get land |
is done, provided W comes within
| ‘predontinent infiuence’ and ‘paclfic |
| penetration,” which seems 10 melude |
| almost anything that will not attract
the attentlon of Europe 100 much.
“The French policy s responsible
for the overlooking of Lhis great gar
den spot along the Mediterranean and
at the Atlantic and the untold mineral
riches aqf the Atlas mountuins—that
is thelr overlooking by everyone ex-
cept the French and John D. Rocke
toller, for the Standard Oll company
has tank stations at Tangier and one
or two other Morogcan cities, The Mo-
rocoans farm what they can with thelr
(old, crooked stick methods, but they
are not encouraged by this ‘predom-
inant influence’ to get modern muchin-
ery. A German syndicate got hold of

gsome 32,000 acres of the land and
modern methods are used in tllllnsi
it, but that fs practically the only up |
to date farming we saw, in Morocco |
and that ig & thorn {n ‘the gide of the
| French. ¢

“The Moors maise a little .cotten, |
olives, bananas and vegetables; but
the land 18 scarcely more than
soratched. It won’t be, probably, unsy
til France sucoeeds in adding Morooeo |
to Alglers and Senegal and thus link-
fng up a territory proovably #s Iarge
as the United States under the tri-
color of France, And all thar, mind
von, within a féw days’ haul by water

Burope.

from the great consuming distriete of |

“HEngland, in spite of its hands-ofr
policy, hias 63 per cent of the Moroe-
can trade and Germany s ahead of
France in commerce, but that is not
to last if the French schemes work
out. Here's an example of French di-
A tresty was made extend-
ing the west line of Alglers to & town
It hap-
pened that there was a river hearing
the same name as the town. After
sold a fow years ago for §1,000 Was |the treaty was made the French con-
the | gtrued it as referring to the river in-
other day for $60,000 to be sold on the | gtend of to the town and the river
Parls market. Very few of the Mo- | meandered off into Moroceo beyond
| roccans bave tilles to the land upon |line of the town. A French officer, ex-
The French com- | plaining that deal, sald that France

on the Mediterranean coast.

knew no European nation would goO
to war over &uch a little thing a8 a
few miles of territory in Africa, and
of course, it didn't make much dif-
ference what Morocco thought about
it. If there were any fresh ‘outrages’
as a result of it they would serve very
well ss an excuse for the taking of a
fow towns and a few thousand acres

{of wheat land.

“A man named Harris, correspond-
ent in Moroeco for the London Times,
wrote some rather plain-spoken things
ahout the French a few years Ago.
They didn't sound the least bit flat-
tering to the French, so Mr. Harris
wns decorated with the red ribbon of
the Leglon of Honor in an effort to
change his View point. But that's
just one of France's ways eof keeping
the attentlon of Burope away from
Moroceo.

“I'he pollcy of the French so far as
dnvelopments 18 concerned seems to
ba to bulld good roads, which they

are certainly dolng, to erect fine gov-

ornment Ruildings and to establish
onfe chantants, As far as getting
pnisipers Interested © Maraacn s
poacerned, that 8 just what they 7ie
trring to avoid. And there is where
Mr. Blake's work comes in. He lsg do-

lng evervthing possible to get Amerl-

can products Inte the hands of the
Moors, About all he has succeeded in
doing so far is to get a shipment of
fiypaper landed at Tangler, but he I8
keeping at the job and is protesting
every time he has the chance against
French trickery with the natives.™

In Casablancs Mr. Thecher's party
met Captain Cobh, a Qonnectlent Yan-

kee, who was skipper of an American
boat wrecked off the coast nearly 40
years ago. Captain Cobb crawled out
of the gurf to shore and started a
grist mill which he has run ever since,
and he has made money, but he never
has learned o word of Arabic. He
doesn't ecare for the ‘lingo. One of
the travelers told Captain Cobb he
was from the Middle West in the
United States.

Star?” the captain sald. *I take that |
paper myself." |

"}Iow in thunder do you happen (o |
be taking the Star way over here?” he
was asked.

‘Well, I read in the World's Work
about It and decided it was the best |
puper 1 could get,” wans the answer.

Mr. Thacher left Kansas City the
middle of September on & boat bound
for Naples, He disembarked at Tan-
gler and had two weeks or more of
boar hunting and sightseeing in Mo-
focco. ' Then he made a short trip
into Spain and caught the boat on the
return trip, reaching Kansas City a
few days ago,

“A pretty long trip for such a short
|time abroad?” a friend suggested,

»Just the Ideal vacation from =a
desk,” Mr, Thacher said. “It's the
finest kind of a trip and & most Inter
esting one. Tangier is becoming &
great winter resort. Several wealthy
Amerleans and Englishmen have
villap there, but don’t forget that
France {s going to have it hottled up
if there aren't more consulg like Max-
well Blake put to work there”

DE GUMKNE-ELKINS WEDDING

“Then yow've read the Kansas City |
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Best Rubber Collara and Cufis

Philadelphia, Pa., Nov. 18.—Miss
Marle Louise Elkins, whose share of

the large fortune left by her father,
the late Willlam Eikins, amounted to
about $2,000,000, was married today
to Christian de Guigne, Jr, of Ban
Franclsco. The wedding took place
at the Belgravin and was'attended
by many prominent guests.

A trip aroupd the world, meeting
only strangers, Isn't half as muchto a
woman as three hours in an opera box
with friends down in the dress eircle

to see her.
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